THE    DUKE    OF     WINDSOR
drove himself into office in the traditional manner, and later
in the day played his medal round despite the too loyal
crowds that surged out on to the links to see him do it." The
journalist could not help adding that, "to drive off at a break-
fastless hour, with a crowd of caddies waiting to field the
ball, sometimes at,insultingly close range, and with the pros-
pect of a gun going off with a formidable bang immediately
afterwards, is no mean test of early morning courage/*
The Prince of Wales had always shown a special talent
with the young. There was lively sympathy between him and
the millions of children he had spoken to, in Britain and
during his journeys. These children expected that, in time,
they would become his devoted subjects: his photograph, in
almost every school in the Empire, was the focus for their
unique love and faith.
When the Prince was in Bombay, in 1951, he had said, "In
my journeys about the Empire it has been my special desire
to meet and mingle with the youth of each country. I want
to understand what is passing in their minds, I want to know
to what they are looking forward/' He never seemed to talk
down to children, nor to patronise them in his mind. A
hundred sentimental and engaging scenes leap to recollection
upon this theme; none more pleasant than the day in Canada
when, after he had spoken to some children, the teacher said
that she would give them a holiday. "Please don't grant it
today/' said the Prince, "for it's half gone. They want a
whole day."
These touches of genius with children brought the Prince
success wherever he went. In later years, when he disciplined
this interest into educational schemes, he became a vital force
in shaping the thoughts and lives of the rising generation.
The Prince's sensitiveness and frankness were at their best in
this younger world. When he spoke at the opening of a
Barnardo school at Goldings, he pleaded for discipline, but
not unkindly. He urged the advantages of education upon
every possible occasion and expressed conventional views on
the progress and training of the young. "Give us more and
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